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THIS LESSON IS AIMED AT STUDENTS WITH A LOWER INTERMEDIATE
LEVEL OF ENGLISH.
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Watch the first part of the video and try and fill in the blanks in the script
below. If necessary repeat two or three times.

M: IÕm just gonna do it. IÕll just ask my mom. SheÕll a.[                 ] to say

yes.

A: But are you sure you donÕt want to be a high level seller for brown beauty?

C: Yeah. I donÕt b.[                  ] I need to do that.

Mo: Ah. Just listen to your aunty. And give me the phone. My goodness! Hello.

C: Okay, IÕm leaving.

A: Anyway, itÕs c.[                  ] of time before sheÕll join.

M: Mom, pleaseÉ

A: IÕm d.[          ] to someone, okay?

M: ItÕs just e.[        ] itÕs my birthday and you said I could have anything I

want.

A: Well, what do you want?

M: Mom! I said I wanna f.[        ] Kevin.

A: You want to meet Kevin? Minnie, g.[            ] tell you that you could

have a boyfriend on the computer, but you could not meet him till after college?

Mo: Ah yes, tell her. DonÕt commit.

A: How h.[          ] the other boys have a chance?

M: What other boys?

A: Well, what IÕm saying isÉ

M: I just want to meet him in person, thatÕs all?

A: Remember i.[               ] about having a boyfriend? No physical

contact whatsoever.

Mo: ThatÕs what I'm saying.

M: (Minnie rushes off crying) What would I do? What would I say, if I

j.[          ] met him in person? I might be speechless.
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Read the sentences below and for the words in bold write in the meaning
from the list a ~ k. The first has been done for you.

[ c ] Come over here and give your aunty Jane a big kiss.

[  ] It must be important. The boss is going to come down in person to tell us.

[  ] What did I do in the summer? Oh, you know,  went to the pool, saw friends

and stuff.
[  ] My old dad said donÕt commit to a girl until youÕre sure you can be happy

together.

[  ] If you could just put that down over there, we can get started.

[  ] I donÕt like sports like rugby or wrestling where there is a lot of physical
contact.
[  ] HeÕs new here. So letÕs give him a chance to show what he can do.

[  ] I was struck speechless by what she said.

[  ] So what are you gonna do after school?

[  ] I have no idea whatsoever who did this.

[  ] I wanna go out now. Is that okay?

a. Only or simply Ð this word gives emphasis to the following word or expression.

b. Going to.

c. Your motherÕs or fatherÕs sister.

d. Want to.

e. To make a decision that will fix you to a course of action.

f. Opportunity.

g. To be touching another person.

h. Not at all.

i. To be in attendance.

j. To be unable to talk.

k. And so on Ð used when you think the other person understands what comes

next.
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• …a matter of time … An expression of anticipation or dread at the

approach of a future event. Examples are;

You know, itÕs only a matter of time before the police catch him.

You might think youÕre cool, but itÕs just a matter of time before dad finds out

youÕre smoking and then youÕll be in trouble.

• I mean … Used when you want to clarify something you have already said.

For example;

ThatÕs a nice dress. I mean it really suits you.

DonÕt come in! I mean just wait a minute until I tidy up.

• Make up your mind… Expression used when you want a quick decision

about something. Examples are;

You really need to make up your mind about this new job. Are you going to take it

or not?

Well, which cake do you want? There are other people who want one too so

make your mind up!

‘huh’ can be used at the end of a sentence as a question tag and usually

means ..isn’t it?

ItÕs kind of hard to know what to talk

about, huh?

It seems kind of easier to talk on

computers, huh?
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Read the section below and answer the questions.

Which of these sentences is not suggested in the text?

1. Recently, many people make new friends over the internet.

2. Making friends on the net is never a good idea.

3. In ÔYouÕve Got MailÕ the man and woman meet for the first time in cyberspace.  

4. Sometimes meeting net friends for the first time can cause problems.

 The topic of this weekÕs lesson is relationships between people

who meet for the first time in cyberspace. With the growing

connectedness of the world through the internet many people are

finding friends, social contacts and even romance through the

internet. This has both good points and bad points, which are too

long to discuss in this article. However, a good example of the

problems involved in falling in love with someone youÕve never met

was demonstrated very well in a movie produced a few years ago

called ÔYouÕve Got MailÕ, starring Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan.

 The movie revolves around two bookstore owners. One is a

passionate young woman who runs a small children's bookstore.

The other is the owner of Manhattan's largest book superchain, a

man whose work could put every small bookstore out of business.

The man and the woman are natural enemies. But when they

coincidentally, and anonymously, meet in cyberspace, they

accidentally fall in love.

 The movie illustrates well the differences between relationships on

the net and the shocks that can be waiting when these are

 continued in the real world.
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Do you have any friends you have made on the internet? Have you ever
met them in real life? What was the experience like?
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For this transcript I have highlighted the words and expressions I think are
difficult for this level. Students can look them up in a dictionary or review
the lesson.

M = Minnie

A = Aunty Ð MinnieÕs mother

Mo = Mom Ð Happy slipÕs mother

C = Christine - Happy slip

K = Kevin

M: IÕm just gonna do it. IÕll just ask my mom. SheÕll just have to say yes.

A: But are you sure you donÕt want to be a high level seller for brown beauty?

C: Yeah. I donÕt really think I need to do that.

Mo: Ah. Just listen to your aunty. And give me the phone. My goodness! Hello.

C: Okay, IÕm leaving.

A: Anyway, itÕs just a matter of time before sheÕll join.

M: Mom, pleaseÉ

A: IÕm talking to someone, okay?

M: ItÕs just that itÕs my birthday and you said I could have anything I want.

A: Well, what do you want?

M: Mom! I said I wanna meet Kevin.

A: You want to meet Kevin? Minnie, did I not tell you that you could have a

boyfriend on the computer, but you could not meet him till after college?

Mo: Ah yes, tell her. DonÕt commit.
A: How would the other boys have a chance?

M: What other boys?

A: Well, what I’m saying isÉ

M: I just want to meet him in person, thatÕs all?

A: Remember what I said about having a boyfriend? No physical contact
whatsoever.
Mo: ThatÕs what I'm saying.
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M: (Minnie rushes off crying) What would I do? What would I say, if I actually met

him in person? I might be speechless.

Dream sequence

M: Hi.

K: Hey.

M: ItÕs really nice to meet you and stuff.
K: Er, you too. You too.

M: I mean, like to meet you in person and stuff.

K: Yeah, yeah, it is.

M: ItÕs kind of hard to know what to talk about, huh?

K: Yeah, yeah.

M: It seems kind of easier to talk on computers, huh?

K: Computers? Yeah.

M: Yeah.

Messaging scene – dream sequence finish

A: Okay, fine. LetÕs go. IÕll take you to meet him.

M: Mmm. ItÕs okay mom. I have my computer so IÕm fine. I donÕt really need to go

now.

A: Minnie! Make up your mind, will you? You want to meet him. You donÕt want to

meet him. You want to meet him. You donÕt want to meet him. Aaaaah.

You can find the answers to the exercises on this page with a few
guidelines for teachers.

VIDEO AND LISTENING

• Play the video through once with sound off. Ask the students (in groups) to
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write down what they think the video is about and make a note of any words

or expressions they think may appear in the script. Also, what do they think

the narrator is saying? These can be discussed in class and will give the

students a background from which to start the listening section. One

exercise would be to get students to make their own narration for the video.

If necessary, give students practice with the vocabulary and word sections

before showing it.

Play video again with sound on.

• Listen again to the first part of the conversation. Fill in the gaps with the

words you hear.

Answers;  a. just have  b. really think  c. just a matter  d. talking  e. that

         f. meet  g. did I not  h. would  i. what I said  j. actually    

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

• As well as the exercise here I might practice the words introduced in this

section by use of short quizzes or vocabulary games. There are many.

Answers;  c  i  k  e  a  g  f  j  b  h  d

READING

• The reading text expands the lesson to include cross culture experiences.

For my own classes, depending on the level, I ask the students to read the

text first without a dictionary. They then answer the questions and then we

will come back to the text and go through it again with the aid of a dictionary

to cover any new words or expressions.

Answers;
The answer for the question is;
2. Making friends on the net is never a good idea.


